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Current position

Chief Integration Officer
Germany Heart Center Charite

Head - Department of Electrophysiology
German Heart Center Charite

Acting Director Cardiology German Heart Center

Campus Charite Mitte

Education
1979 Graduation (Abitur) Kopernikus-Gymnasium Rheine
1981 Nursing assistant (Pflegehelfer) Dept. of Internal Medicine University Hospital Miinster

1982-1989 Medical student at the Westfalische-Wilhelms University Minster
1984-1989 Research student for experimental cardiovascular research at University Miinster
1989 Final medical examination

1989-1998 Research fellow and medical assistant, Dept. of Cardiology, University Hospital Minster

1992 Doctoral degree (Dr. med.)

1997 Certified specialist Internal Medicine

1999 Certified specialist Cardiology

1998 Co-Director of the Dept. of Electrophysiology Heart Center Leipzig

2000 Habilitation, Medical Faculty University Miinster, transferred to University Leipzig
2005 Professor of Internal Medicine, Medical Faculty University Leipzig

2007-2023 Director of the Dept. of Electrophysiology Heart Center Leipzig
2017-2023 Medical Director of the Heart Center Leipzig



2017-2022 Managing Director of Leipzig Heart Institute
2023 Chief Integration Officer of the German Heart Center of the Charite
Head, Department of Electrophysiology, Charite Campus Mitte

02/2024 Acting Director German Heart Center Charite
Charite Campus Mltte

Professional activities

Development of the Department of Electrophysiology of the Heart Center Leipzig from 1998 (founded) to one of the
world-leading institutions in the field of arrhythmia and electrophysiology with the highest intervention numbers in
Europe and excellent quality figures. Establishment of highly effective and safe treatment pathways by continuous
medical process optimization and thoughtful implementation of new technologies.

Development of Leipzig Heart Institute to one of the most productive clinical research institutes in Europe with
currently 50 research employees. Leipzig Heart Institute develops science and education without public or private
funding as a self-sustainable not-for-profit business unit.

Since March 2023 Chief Integration Officer of the German Heart Center of the Charite in Berlin. Key responsibilities:
Guidance of the integration process of 7 medical clinics of the Charite and der German Heart Center Berlin to merge
into the German Heart Center of the Charite. Development of the new building for the German Heart Center of the
Charite, volume € 500 mio; construction time 2024-2028.

Main research fields

Pathophysiology and clinical presentation of cardiac arrhythmias; atrial fibrillation; sudden cardiac death; catheter
ablation therapies; cardiac implantable electronic devices; telemedicine; digitalization; implementation of novel
technologies; medical process analysis and improvement; guideline-relevant clinical trials.

Clinical trials
Active participation in 25 multicenter trials (clinicaltials.gov)
Pl of the InTime Trial; NCT00538356

Pl of the largest multicentre international interventional clinical trials for the prevention of sudden cardiac death
currently ongoing (PROFID Trial, EU grant 24 mio. NCT05665608; RESET-CRT, GBA grant 6 mio.; NCT03494933)

Publications



More than 800 peer-reviewed scientific publications in national and international journals including New England
Journal of Medicine, Lancet, JAMA, Circulation, JAAC, European Heart Journal and others.

More than 35.000 citations

H-Index> 70

Guidelines
Task force member of 6 ESC guidelines; Task force Chair of the 2020 ESC guidelines for the management of AF.
Research co-operations (selected)

network of research co-operations with international institutions CNIC Institute (Hector Bueno) Madrid, ES;
Semmelweis University (Bela Merkely) , Budapest, Hungary; UMC Amsterdam (Hanno Tan), Amsterdam, NL; Tulane
University (Nassir Marrouche), New Orleans, USA; Karolinska University (Frieder Braunschweig), Stockholm, SW;
Southlake Medical Center (Atul Verma), Toronto, CA; Arhus University (Jens Cosedis Nielsen), Arhus, DK;

Nashville, US; Stanford University (Mintu Turakhia), San Francisco, US;

Pl of PROFID, EC sponsored research program (€ 24 mio); 25 consortial partners from various European Countries

Education and Society activities

Reviewer for more than 15 national and international Journals

Editorial Boards

2012-2017 Deputy Editor European Heart Journal (Impact Factor 25)

2013-2025 Senior Guest Editor Circulation Arrhythmia Electrophysiology (Impact Factor 6) 2017
Editor-in-Chief Europace Journal (Impact Factor 5)

2022 Associate Editor European Heart Journal (Impact Factor 27)

Postgraduate Education Programs

2008-2018 Interventional Electrophysiology Curriculum
(co-operation with Abbott Medical and Prof. Paolo DellaBella, Milano, It)

2016 Diploma for Advanced Science Cardiac Arrhythmia Management
(co-operation with ESC and University Maastricht, NL)

2018 Postgraduate Medical Leadership Course
(co-operation with Handelshochschule Leipzig)

Society Activities (selected)

2009-2011 Chairman Program Committee European Heart Rhythm Association



2010-2016 Program Committee Heart Rhythm Association

2011-2013 Chairman International Affairs European Heart Rhythm Association
2013-2015 President Elect European Heart Rhythm Association

2014-2018 Program Committee of the European Society of Cardiology (ESC)
2015-2017 President European Heart Rhythm Association

2015-2018 Board Member of the European Society of Cardiology

2016-2020 Nucleus Cardiovascular Round Table of the European Society of Cardiology
2016-2020 Clinical guidelines committee of the European Society of Cardiology

2017 Task Force “Branding” of the European Society of Cardiology

2018-2020 Digital Committee Heart Rhythm Association

2021 Chairman Task Force “Evolution of Cardiovascular Medicine” of the ESC
2022 President of the Annual Meeting of the German Cardiac Society
2023 Chairman, ESC Digital Health Committee

Conferences and Symposia

Organization/co-organization and execution of more than 100 national and international conferences and scientific
symposia

Most recent: Radical Health Festival, Helsinki, Finland; 12-06.-15.06.2023

Honours and Awards

2000 Students Award for Best Clinical Teacher

2018 Doctor honoris causa of Semmelweis University Budapest HU
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